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healthy soils for a healthy life

PROTECT OUR SOILS
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Fertile soil supports plant growth by | o ¢ Vegetation, tree cover and forests
providing plants with nutrients, acting "\ I " prevent soil degradation and
as a water holding tank, and serving desertification by stabilizing the soll,

as the substrate to which plants e Maintaining water and nutrient cycling,
p oD b g ycling

anchor their roots. and reducing water and wind erosion.
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¢ HEALTHY SOILS
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Soils supply

assential nutrients water oxygen root support

that our food producing plants need to grow and flourish
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life on Earth

N\ Food and Agriculture

Hoii T wwibd alima




& » 2015

;}} _. “_ International
59 W= Yearof Soils

SOILS HOST A QUARTER
OF OUR PLANET’S BIODIVERSITY

Soil is one of nature’s most complex ecosystems:it contains a myriad of organisms
which interact and contribute to the global cycles that make all life possible.

A typical healthy soil might contain:

- f J - * Over 1000 spedies of invertebrates

may be foundin 1 m? of forest soils.

vertebrate animals earth worms nematodes 20-30 species
of mites
s e | Sy e =
50-100 species hundreds thousands of species Biodiversity is essential for

of insects of speciesoffungi  of bacteria & actinomycetes food security and nutrition.
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