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Our mission is to conserve 
the lands and waters on 

which all life depends. 
 

© Harold E. Malde 



We are part of the 
communities  

where we work– 
helping to create  

solutions that  
benefit people  

and nature.  

Park ranger patrolling in Aguaro-Guariquito National Park, Venezuela ©Hugo Arnal 



The Nature Conservancy  
has helped protect  

more than  119 million  
acres of land worldwide. 

 River leading to Iliamna Lake, Alaska habitat the gravel 
bottoms provide habitat for king salmon ©Ami Vitale 



About Us: Global Reach, 
Local Results 

Mongolian herder talks with California rancher during a Conservancy 
sponsored exchange in California’s coastal region ©Mark Godfrey. 

We work in 
more than 30 
countries  
including all 
50 of the 
United States. 



 We work 
with the trust 
and support 
of more than 
one million 
members. 



 
 

 We pursue non-
confrontational, pragmatic 

solutions to conservation 
challenges. 

Patagonia grasslands, Argentina ©Bridget Besaw 



The Nature Conservancy is 
evolving to meet the 

challenges of today for 
the benefit of both people 

and nature.   

Erika Nortemann/© 2010 The Nature Conservancy 
 



• Healthy waters are protected 
 
• Efforts to reduce nutrients 

and sediments into the Bay 
are effective and efficient 
 

• Restore and protect oyster 
reefs at large scales 

 

Chesapeake Bay Priorities 

© Dave Spier 



• Total Maximum Daily Load - the maximum amount 
of a pollutant that can be allowed to enter a water 
body without violating water quality standards 
(WQS). 

• Court Settlement 1998: Chesapeake Bay TMDLs 
must be completed by December 2010 

• Agreement by Executive Council in 2000 to clean up 
Bay to meet WQS or implement a TMDL by 2010. 

• EPA led a watershed-wide TMDL Development 
Process 

• Region is entire Bay drainage up to and including NY, 
WV, DE, in addition to PA, VA, DC and MD. 

Chesapeake Bay  TMDL 



Dead Zones 

By Dan Swenson 



Impact to People  
and Economy 



Nitrogen Reductions Past and  
Future, Maryland 



Additional Reductions Needed 
in the Face of: 

• Increasing demand for food to meet 
population growth 

• Sustaining the viability of producers 
• Consumer expectations for safe food and 

sustainable practices 





Conflict or Challenge? 

INCREASE PRODUCTION  
 

IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Erika Nortemann/© 2010 The Nature Conservancy 



Options Forward 

• Fight any changes to the status quo  
• Increase government regulation 
• Collaborative/ industry led progress that 

demonstrates environmental outcomes 
with agricultural progress 



Solutions:  
Performance-Based Outcomes 



Nitrogen Phosphorus 
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Demonstrating Efficient and Effective Nutrient  
and Sediment Reduction: Pocomoke River  
Watershed and Talbot County, MD 



Solutions: Increasing Production  
And Environmental Sustainability 



Solutions: Increasing Production  
And Environmental Sustainability 



Solutions: Improve Fertilizer 
Technology 



Challenge 

Best Option Forward 

Collaborative 
Industry Led Progress 

Solutions 

Performance-based 
outcomes 

Demonstrating Real 
Progress 

Practices with 
environmental and 

economic outcomes 

Improved 
Fertilizer 

Technology 



Amy Jacobs 
ajacobs@tnc.org 
443-521-3034 

© Hal Brindley.com 
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